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Summary  

These intervention studies suggest that positive changes in the cognition, affect, and 

behavior of non-Jews toward Jews can be achieved through theory-driven, well-designed 

interventions. Like other prejudices, anti-Jewish biases have proven to be modifiable through 

contact with Jewish peers under favorable circumstances. Moreover, social-cognitive 

developmental theories have proven to be useful guides in designing the content of prejudice 

prevention/reduction interventions, with or without contact. However, studies of the impacts on 

anti-Jewish biases of educational programs about Jewish people and about the Holocaust appear 

to be rare, especially in elementary school. Moreover, since most prejudice prevention/reduction 

studies have been conducted in the unique context of Israel and neighboring lands, more are 

needed in different contexts, which might require designing context-sensitive interventions. 

Finally, we located no research testing interventions aimed at reducing the negative impacts of 

anti-Jewish bias on Jewish children and youth.  

It should be noted that several of the intervention studies reported here lacked control 

groups, and that the few randomized controlled trials could be made even more informative 

through use of still more sophisticated study designs. The Solomon four-group design (Solomon 

& Lessac, 1968), for example, accounts for the fact that intervention participants may be 

influenced by the experience of being pretested, and provides a clearer assessment of the true 

effects of an intervention relative to the mere passage of time. 

Implications and Recommendations for Future Research, Education, and Policy 

This collection of 85 studies offers a patchwork story about the emergence, predictors, 

and consequences of anti-Jewish biases, as well as interventions to curb these biases. As our 

characterizations of the studies suggest, studies with these foci are quite rare and studies that are 

















government and society as a whole to undertake education, research, service, intervention, and 

legislative activities aimed at preventing and reducing these forms of hate and discrimination and 

their damaging impacts. Both statements are now archived.  

State and local governments have key roles to play in educating children, adolescents, 

and adults alike to appreciate that all individuals share a common humanity and deserve the same 

rights and respect as everyone else. Psychologists and other social scientists have important roles 

as well. They can start by communicating to policy makers at all levels and to the public that 

children are cognitively equipped to develop biases toward outgroups that can be transformed by 

social forces into full-blown prejudices if we as a society do not take active steps to prevent this 

trajectory. 

Calling attention to and educating policy makers and the public about the damage done 

by hate and discrimination and the need for action on multiple fronts is a critical starting point, 

but to have an impact, concern about antisemitism needs to be translated into priority initiatives 

and funding. The relationship between science, public policy, and practice is complex and 

dynamic. In the case of antisemitism and its development, policies cannot yet be solidly science 

based, because much of the science that needs to be done has not yet been done. However, the 

scientific literature on bias and discrimination as they pertain to other marginalized groups is 

larger and more theoretically and methodologically sophisticated. In combination with what we 

already know about the development of anti-Jewish biases, this broader research base can help 

identify funding priorities for the most critically needed research programs and educational and 

therapeutic interventions. Governmental initiatives are likely to stimulate more consequential 

theory, research, and intervention, which in turn will inform even more wisely targeted and 

better justified science-based policies and programs. However, the best anti-bias research and 
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Table 1 
 
Characteristics of the 85 Studies Coded and Intercoder Agreement 

 
Characteristic Coded 

Interrater 
Agreement 

1. Focus (main topic in a phrase) .97 
2. Study of manifestations of bias, effects and perceptions of bias by Jewish 

participants, or both? .71 
3. Theory/theories guiding research .82 
4. Number of participants .83 

5. Quantitative, qualitative, or mixed method research? .88 
6. Basic design: experimental, correlational, or neither (primarily descriptive) .77 
7. Developmental design: cross-sectional, longitudinal, retrospective, or none of the 

above? .79 

8. Intervention study or not? .95 

9. Age of participants (per age group if a cross-sectional study) .91 

10. Demographics (especially country and dominant race/ethnicity/religion) .94 
11. Target Jewish person/people asked about (e.g., hypothetical characters/drawings, 

Jewish peers, Jews in general (e.g., Jewish people), Jewish research participants 
themselves, Jews in the Holocaust) .91 

12. Study approach (tasks involving hypothetical people, drawing tasks, 
interview/focus group, poll-like survey, survey with scales, multiple methods) .88 

13. Type(s) of bias, or reactions to bias, studied (cognitive, affective, and/or 
behavioral) .61 

14. Main findings regarding development or age group differences, if studied .82 

15. Main findings regarding correlates of bias, effects of bias, or effects of 
manipulated variables or interventions, if studied. .76 

Average interrater agreement across the 15 characteristics .84 
 

 

  



Table 2 
   
Aggregated Study Characteristics  
 % 
Age Group  
    Preschool-age 5% 
    Elementary school-age 22% 
    Adolescents 26% 
    Emerging Adults 27% 
    Multiple Age Groups 20% 

  
Location  
   United States 46% 
   Israel 33% 
   Europe, Canada, Australia 21% 

  
Ethnoreligious background  
   White Christian 29% 

Jewish  21% 
   Arab  5% 
   Jewish and Arab 32% 
   Diverse mix 13% 

  
Era  
   1940-1959 11% 
   1960-1999 9% 
   2000-2019 51% 
   2020-2024 29% 
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Author(s) 
Publication 
Date 

Participant 
Age(s) Total N Country 

Primary 
Ethnicity/Religion Focus  

Bias/Effects 
of Bias 

Quantitative/ 
Qualitative 

Correlational/ 
Experimental 

Study Time 
Span 

Brenick et al. 2019 10.5 302 Israel Jewish & Arab 

Evaluating skills and contact- 
based prejudice reduction interventions on 
evaluations of outgroup exclusion and social 
reasoning among Palestinian-Israeli and 
Jewish-Israeli youth Bias Quantitative Experimental NA 

Carrington & 
Short 1997 14.5 43 U.K. 

Ethnically and/or 
Religiously mixed 

Influence of Holocaust education on anti-racist 
attitudes, views of Jews in Holocaust, and 
perceived value of Holocaust education Bias Qualitative Correlational NA 

Chalik et al. 2017 5,10, adults 350 U.S. White / Christian 

Implications of cultural context for essentialist 
beliefs about religion among children and 
adults from Jewish and Christian backgrounds Bias Quantitative Experimental 

Cross-
sectional 

Chyatte et al. 1951 4-15 210 U.S. White / Christian 

Verbalization of prejudice by US children and 
adolescents in relation to age and region of 
country Bias Quantitative Correlational 

Cross-
sectional 

Cieslik & Phillips 2021 

College 
students & 
faculty 12 U.S. Jewish 

Experiences of being a Jew and experiencing 
antisemitic sentiments in Muncie, Indiana  

Bias & Effects 
of Bias Qualitative Descriptive NA 

Cole et al. 2003 5 275 
Israel & 
Palestine Jewish & Arab 

Special Sesame Street program's effects on 
stereotypes and use of prosocial justifications 
in peer conflict situations among Israeli and 
Palestinian preschoolers Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

Cowan & Maitles  2007 12 424 U.K. White / Christian 

Implications of learning about the Holocaust on 
students' citizenship values and attitudes 
toward Jews and other ethnic/racial groups in 
the short and long term. Bias Quantitative Descriptive Longitudinal 

Deeb et al. 2011 5.5, 7.5, 11.5 516 Israel Jewish & Arab 

Effect of intergroup exposure through 
integrated rather than ethnically separate 
schooling on the essentialist beliefs Israeli 
Jewish and Arab children Bias Quantitative Correlational 

Cross-
sectional 

Diesendruck, 
Birnbaum, et al. 2013 5.5, 7.5, 11.5 204 Israel Jewish & Arab 

The development of essentialism (beliefs about 
the heritability of ethnicity) among Jewish-
Israeli and Arab-Muslim children Bias Quantitative Experimental 

Cross-
sectional 

Diesendruck, 
Goldfein-Elbaz, 
et al. 2013 5.9, 10.6 109 U.S. 

Ethnically and/or 
Religiously mixed 

Israeli Jewish and US Christian children's 
essentialist beliefs about race (Black-white) 
and ethnicity (Jewish-Arab) in relation to age 
and group Bias Quantitative Correlational 

Cross-
sectional 

Dubow et al. 2000 12.6 75 U.S. Jewish 

Ethnic stressors and ethnoreligious coping 
mechanisms among Jewish adolescents in 
relation to ethnic identity Effects of Bias 

Mixed 
Methods Correlational NA 
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of Bias 

Quantitative/ 
Qualitative 

Correlational/ 
Experimental 

Study Time 
Span 

Dupper et al. 2015 14.5 
50 (11 
Jewish) U.S. 

Ethnically and/or 
Religiously mixed 

Religious minority children's 
experiences of bullying and microaggression in 
a majority Christian community Effects of Bias Qualitative Descriptive NA 

Farber & Poleg  2019 19.5 30 U.S. Jewish 

Jewish perceptions of exclusion from diversity 
efforts on college campuses and concerns 
about anti-Israel vs anti-Jewish biases 

Bias & Effects 
of Bias Qualitative Descriptive NA 

Flasch  2020 19.5 6 U.S. Jewish 
Jewish students' experiences of being a Jew and 
of antisemitism on college campuses 

Bias & Effects 
of Bias Qualitative Descriptive NA 

Forrest-Bank et 
al. 2016 14.5 

50 (11 
Jewish) U.S. 

Ethnically and/or 
Religiously mixed 

Coping with religious minority status and 
discrimination among religiously diverse 
adolescents Effects of Bias Qualitative Descriptive NA 

Foster et al. 2016 14.5 7,952 U.K. 
Ethnically and/or 
Religiously mixed 

Secondary school students' knowledge and 
understanding of the Holocaust Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

Gal et al. 2020 50.5 15 
Argentina to 
Israel Jewish 

Jewish-Israeli immigrants' behavioral and 
emotional reactions to childhood exposure to 
antisemitism under Argentina's military 
dictatorship Effects of Bias Qualitative Descriptive Retrospective 

Gold 2012 11 14 Canada Jewish 
Jewish girls' experiences of and concerns about 
being Jewish and antisemitism Effects of Bias 

Mixed 
Methods Correlational Longitudinal 

Goldenberg et al. 2017 13.9 141 Israel Jewish & Arab 

Impact of perception of outgroup's malleability 
on cooperation during intergroup contact 
between Palestinian and Jewish-Israeli teens Bias Quantitative Experimental NA 

Gough  1950 9.5,10.5,11.5 242 U.S. 
Ethnically and/or 
Religiously mixed 

Relationships between negative attitudes 
toward Blacks and Jews, generalized 
intolerance, and personality variables Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

Gray  2013 13.5 147 U.K. White / Christian 
Elementary school-aged children's 
understanding of Judaism and the Holocaust Effects of Bias Qualitative Descriptive NA 

Gross & Rutland 2014 

Primary 
students, 
secondary 
students, 
adults 92 Australia Jewish 

Jewish students' perceptions and experiences 
of antisemitic stereotyping and bullying on 
school playgrounds 

Bias & Effects 
of Bias Qualitative Descriptive NA 

Harris et al. 2023 19.5, adults 46  U.S. White / Christian 

Effect of study abroad to Israel on perceptions 
of world antisemitism, Israeli society, and 
diversity in general Bias Quantitative Experimental NA 

Heiphetz et al. 2013 7.5, 32 130 U.S. White / Christian 

Adults' and children's implicit 
and explicit attitudes toward Christians, 
Hindus, and Jews Bias Quantitative Experimental 

Cross-
sectional 
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of Bias 

Quantitative/ 
Qualitative 

Correlational/ 
Experimental 

Study Time 
Span 

Hersh & Royden 2023 24.5 3500 U.S. 
Ethnically and/or 
Religiously mixed 

Antisemitic attitudes among young adult Black 
and Hispanic Americans vs Whites Bias Quantitative Descriptive 

Cross-
sectional 

Huesmann et al. 2012 16 269 U.S. Jewish & Arab 

Middle East war coverage, ethnic identification, 
and social-cognitive reactions to violence in 
relation to stereotyping of Jewish- and Arab- 
American adolescents by each other 

Bias & Effects 
of Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

Kane  1947 19.5 374 U.S. White / Christian 
Antisemitism among Catholic college students 
and its correlates  Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

Kosmin & Keysar 2015 19.5 1,157 U.S. Jewish 
Secondary school students' knowledge and 
understanding of the Holocaust Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

Leets 2002 21 120 U.S. Jewish 

Jewish students' perceptions of likely motives 
for, consequences of, and responses to 
antisemitic hate speech Effects of Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

Lundberg & 
Dickson 1952a 14-18 1,576 U.S. White / Christian 

Inter-ethnic relations in a U.S. high school 
population in relation to sizes of ethnic groups 
(including Jews)  Bias Quantitative Correlational 

Cross-
sectional 

Lundberg & 
Dickson 1952b 13-20 1,360 U.S. 

Ethnically and/or 
Religiously mixed 

Selective choices for different types of social 
relationships of in-group and other-group 
members among ethnic groups (including Jews) 
in U.S. high school Bias Quantitative Correlational 

Cross-
sectional 

MacDonald-
Dennis 2006 19.5 15 U.S. Jewish 

Impacts of antisemitism on Jewish 
undergraduate students' ethnic identity 
development Effects of Bias Qualitative Descriptive NA 

Masarwah Srour 
et al. 2022 5.5, 42.5 4 Israel Jewish & Arab 

Jewish-Israeli & Palestinian-Israeli children's 
openness toward outgroup teachers and 
children 

Bias & Effects 
of Bias Qualitative Descriptive NA 

Masri et al.  2023 16.5 287 Israel Jewish & Arab 

Emotional intelligence, intergroup empathy, 
and intergroup relationship outcomes of 
intervention for Jewish & Arab adolescents Bias 

Mixed 
Methods Correlational NA 

Mayhew et al. 2018 19.5 13,489 U.S. White / Christian 

Associations between perceived campus 
climate variables related to students' 
worldviews and their appreciative attitudes 
towards Jews Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

McKenna & 
Francis 2021 14 5811 U.K. White / Christian 

Impact of contact via having Jewish friends on 
youth antisemitic attitudes Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

Michael & Rajuan 2009 11.5 54 Israel Muslim / Arab 

Bedouin students' responses to lessons about 
Jewish and Arab cultures as shown by 
stereotypes and attitudes revealed in their 
drawings  Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 
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Experimental 

Study Time 
Span 

Moulin  2016 15 38 U.K. Jewish 
Jewish adolescents' experiences of antisemitic 
attitudes in non-Jewish British schools Effects of Bias Qualitative Descriptive NA 

Nasie 2022 5, 8 224 Israel 
Jewish & Arab  
(Study 2) 

Children's biased preferences for category 
information vs individual information about in-
group vs out-group, and how type of 
information received affects intergroup 
attitudes Bias Quantitative Experimental 

Cross-
sectional 

Nassir & 
Diesendruck  2024 5.5,10.5 272 Israel Jewish & Arab 

The effect of priming ethnic identity vs a 
common identity on intergroup attitudes (as 
shown by biased resource distribution) among 
Israeli Jewish and Arab children Bias Quantitative Experimental 

Cross-
sectional 

Niwa, Boxer, 
Dubow, 
Huesmann, 
Landau, et al.  2016 8, 11, 14 1,507 

Israel & 
Palestine 

Palestinian Arabs, 
Israeli Jews, & Israeli 
Arabs 

Change in negative, dehumanizing stereotyping 
of outgroup among Arabs and Jews, in relation 
to age and exposure to conflict Bias Quantitative Correlational Longitudinal 

Niwa, Boxer, 
Dubow, 
Huesmann, 
Shikaki, et al. 2016 8, 11, 14 600 Palestine Muslim / Arab 

Aggression and emotional desensitization as 
predictors of normative beliefs about 
aggression toward Jews Bias Quantitative Correlational Longitudinal 

Pargament et al. 2007 18.9 139 U.S. White / Christian 

Perceptions of Jews as desecrators of 
Christianity and types of religious coping as 
predictors of antisemitism among Christian 
college students Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

Pew Research 
Center 2020 13-17, adults 12,782 U.S. White / Christian 

U. S. adolescent vs adult knowledge of the 
Holocaust  Bias Quantitative Correlational 

Cross-
sectional 

Racheli & Tova 2011 11 191 Israel Jewish & Arab 
Analysis of social images of Jews and Arabs 
among Jewish and Arab children Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

Radke & 
Sutherland 1949 10.5-17.5 275 U.S. White / Christian 

Negative descriptions of and attitudes toward 
Jews, Blacks, and Americans in relation to child 
age Bias Quantitative Correlational 

Cross-
sectional 

Radke et al. 1949 6.5 250 U.S. White / Christian 

Social awareness and attitude development 
related to race and religion among children, 
and social influences on them Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

Radke-Yarrow 1953 7-17 114 U.S. Jewish 

Jewish students' tendencies to identify with 
being Jewish, internalize stereotypes of Jews, 
and prefer activities identified as Jewish Effects of Bias Quantitative Correlational 

Cross-
sectional 

Radke-Yarrow, 
Trager, & Miller 1952 parents 99 U.S. White / Christian 

Parental socialization of and influence on 
children's ethnic/religious attitudes regarding 
Blacks, Jews, Catholics Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 



DEVELOPMENTAL REVIEW OF ANTI-JEWISH BIASES                                                                             94 
 

Author(s) 
Publication 
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Quantitative/ 
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Correlational/ 
Experimental 

Study Time 
Span 

Razpurker-Apfeld 
& Shamoa-Nir 2015 24.2 266 Israel Jewish & Arab 

Influence of priming with religious symbols on 
Arab Muslims' negative stereotyping of Jews Bias Quantitative Experimental NA 

Razpurker-
Apfeld, Shamoa-
Nir, Taylor, & 
Dautel 2024 9.8 231 Israel Arab / Christian 

Israeli Arab Christian children's perceptions of 
group differences in relation to attitudes and 
prosocial behavior toward Arab-Muslim vs 
Jewish outgroups Bias 

Mixed 
Methods Correlational 

Cross-
sectional 

Rosenberg 1962 17 1035 U.S. 
Ethnically and/or 
Religiously mixed 

Effect of religious majority-minority status in 
childhood neighborhood on youth self-esteem, 
anxiety, depression symptoms Effects of Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

Ruttenberg et al. 1996 21 91 U.S. Jewish & Arab 
Ingroup identity and outgroup prejudice among 
Jewish and Arab college students in US 

Bias & Effects 
of Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

Schroder 2020 14.6 4,180 Germany White / Christian 

Different forms of antisemitism and their 
political attitudinal correlates among German 
adolescents Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

Selznick et al 2022 19.5 6,407 U.S. White / Christian 

College/university institutional characteristics 
and student activities associated with 
appreciative attitudes towards Jews Bias Quantitative Correlational Longitudinal 

Shamoa-Nir & 
Razpurker-Apfeld 2019 22 392 Israel 

Muslim / Arabs and 
Christian / Arabs 

Influence of priming of religious concepts and 
Arab group membership on negative 
stereotyping of Jews Bias Quantitative Experimental NA 

Shamoa-Nir et al. 2021 9.5 387 Israel Jewish & Arab 

Ingroup/outgroup preferences 
in prosocial giving among Jewish and Arab-
Muslim children in Israel Bias Quantitative Experimental NA 

Shamoa-Nir et al. 2022 9.5 387 Israel Jewish & Arab 

Perceptions of cultural and religious 
differences between Jewish and Arab-Muslim 
people among Jewish and Arab children Bias Qualitative Correlational NA 

Shenhav-
Goldberg et al. 2020 19.5 468 U.S. 

Ethnically and/or 
Religiously mixed 

Relationships between antisemitic and anti-
Israeli attitudes among college students Bias Quantitative Correlational 

Cross-
sectional 

Short & 
Carrington 1992 8.5, 10.5, 12.5 88 U.K. White / Christian 

Development of non-Jewish 
children's understanding of Jewish identity and 
culture Bias Qualitative Descriptive 

Cross-
sectional 

Short & 
Carrington 1995 11 110 U.K. White / Christian 

Primary school children's perceptions of 
Judaism and Jewish people Bias Qualitative Descriptive 

Cross-
sectional 

Sigal et al. 1981 16.5 108 Canada Jewish 

Influences of Jewish vs public education on 
identification with aspects of being Jewish, 
including combatting antisemitism, among 
Canadian adolescents Effects of Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 
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Span 

Stefaniak et al. 2022 15.5 3,948 Poland White / Christian 

Effect of "indirect contact" through study of 
local Jewish history on knowledge/interest in 
local history and attitudes toward Jewish 
people Bias Quantitative Experimental NA 

Tadmor et al. 2017 9.1, 35.8 119 Israel Jewish & Arab 

Intergenerational associations between 
maternal multicultural experiences and both 
mothers' and children's tolerance for Jewish & 
Arab outgroups Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

Teichman & Zafriv 2003 7.5, 12.0 365 Israel Jewish & Arab 

Images of a Jew and an Arab through drawings 
and questionnaires among Israeli-Jews and 
Arabs Bias Quantitative Correlational 

Cross-
sectional 

Thomas et al. 2016 17.5 35 Norway 
Ethnically and/or 
Religiously mixed 

High school students' views of Jewish 
individuals and antisemitic attitudes in an 
ethnically and religiously diverse immigrant-
dominated school in Norway Bias Qualitative Descriptive NA 

Trafimow & 
Cannon 1999 23.5 168 U.S. White / Christian 

Non-Jews' trait judgments vs their attitudes 
about marrying Jews Bias Quantitative Experimental NA 

Villano et al. 1999 17.5, 25, 40 427 Italy White / Christian 

Blatant vs subtle antisemitic prejudice among 
Italian adolescents and adults in relation to age 
and contact Bias Quantitative Correlational 

Cross-
sectional 

Weisskirch et al. 2016 19.5 280 U.S. Jewish 

Jewish Americans' ethnic identity search and 
affirmation in relation to perceived 
discrimination and depression Effects of Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

White et al. 2021 15.2 515 U.S. Jewish & Arab 
Contact and relationship formation among 
Palestinian and Jewish Israelis at a youth camp Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

Wright et al. 2021 21 32,596 U.S. Jewish 

Trends in Jewish emerging adults' experiences 
and perceptions of antisemitism in America 
(2017-2019) 

Bias & Effects 
of Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

Wright et al. 2023 20 1,963 U.S. Jewish 

Jewish college students' perceptions of 
antisemitism (both anti-Jewish and anti-Israel 
sentiment from both the political right and 
political left) on college campuses Effects of Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

Wright et al. 2024 19.5 4,123 U.S. White / Christian 

Non-Jewish and Jewish college students' beliefs 
& attitudes about Jewish people & Israel, as 
predicted by their political attitudes Bias Quantitative Correlational NA 

Yablon & Katz 2001 16.5 93 Israel Jewish & Arab 

Effects of internet-based group relations 
through a high school peace education project 
on values of understanding, equality, tolerance, 
and peace between Jewish and Bedouin-Arab 
students in Israel Bias Quantitative Correlational 

Intervention 
follow-up 

 




